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The third Global Soil Week (GSW 2015) convened in Berlin,
Germany, from Sunday, 19-23 April, under the theme ‘Soil. The
Substance of Transformation.” Following an opening reception
on the evening of Sunday, 19 April, participants attended
plenary sessions, interactive dialogue sessions and open space
discussions from 20-23 April. Plenary sessions addressed
linkages between soils and the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), an integrated perspective for implementation,
and the way forward, whereas interactive dialogue and open
space sessions were loosely organized into five thematic
streams. Participants also attended the inauguration of the ONE
HECTARE exhibition.

During Wednesday’s closing plenary, Institute for Advanced
Sustainability Studies (IASS) Executive Director Klaus Topfer
highlighted that the week had shown that a transformation
towards sustainable soil management is possible if all actors
are integrated in the search for solutions. Stressing that
sustainable land management (SLM) can help achieve several
SDGs IASS Interim Secretary General Alexander Miiller said
that the protection and rehabilitation of soils is not only about
technologies, but also always about human rights.

GSW 2015 brought together 600 scientists, policy makers,
practitioners, artists and young professionals from 80 countries.
The event was organized by the IASS’ Global Soil Forum.

The IASS is funded by the German Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF); FONA — Research for
Sustainable Development and the State of Brandenburg. The
IASS’ partners of the Global Soil Week are the European
Commission; Food and Agricultural Organization of the
United Nations (FAO); United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD); United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP); the Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ); the Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

GmbH; German Federal Environment Agency (UBA) and

the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS). The Global
Soil Week was supported by the European Commission;
BMZ; GIZ; German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture

(BMEL) and the Fachagentur Nachwachsende Rohstoffe (FNR).

This report summarizes the plenary sessions, followed by an
overview of the dialogue and open space sessions held
throughout the week as well as summaries of selected sessions.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GLOBAL SOIL
WEEK

ORIGINS OF GLOBAL SOIL WEEK: The Global Soil
Week (GSW) is an initiative of the Global Soil Forum, which
was established by IASS in 2011. GSW is also convened within
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t1c1pants registering durlng the opening day

the framework of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP), launched
in 2011 by FAO and a group of partners to improve global
governance of the world’s soil resources to guarantee healthy
and productive soils for a food-secure world.

GSW 1/GSW 2012: Convened in Berlin, Germany from
18-22 November 2012 as a forum for interactive exchange
and dialogue among stakeholders from science, government,
business and civil society regarding their land and soil-related
experience and expertise, and to develop plans of action for
sustainable land/soil management and governance. The meeting
also served to initiate follow-up actions on land and soil-related
decisions made at the Rio+20 Conference.

GSW 2/GSW 2013: Convened in Berlin from 27-31
October 2013, on the theme ‘Losing Ground.” Discussions
were organized around four thematic threads corresponding
to key areas of response to global soil loss: transforming
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global material and nutrient cycles; upscaling sustainable land
management (SLM) and soil engineering at the landscape
level; integrating land and soils in the SDGs debate; and
responsible land governance.

FOLLOW-UP INITIATIVES: The Soil Atlas was
published in January 2015 and presents the current state of the
soils and highlights the threats of land degradation. The
Brazilian Soil Governance Conference was held from 25-27
March, 2015 in Brasilia, Brazil, and produced the 'Letter from
Brasilia' to provide input for national soil governance. IASS
also produced the short animation film titled Better Save Soil
to raise awareness of how soil is connected to our daily lives
and stimulate public engagement.

I GLOBAL SoiL. WEEK 2015 REPORT

PLENARY SESSIONS

SOIL THE SUBSTANCE OF TRANSFORMATION:
Kick-off plenary: Global Soil Week 2015 opened was
formally kicked-off on Monday, 20 April 2015, in Berlin,
Germany. After a
screening of the
of the animation
film ‘Better Save
Soil,” Klaus
Topfer, Executive
Director, IASS,
welcomed
participants and
underlined that
soil is at the
center of the
transformation
needed to address
a variety of
environmental
challenges. He
noted that while a stand-alone soil target was not included
in the SDGs, it has been communicated successfully that it
constitutes a cross-cutting issue. He underscored, inter alia: the
importance of a visionary soil target; the importance of land
rehabilitation; and the challenge to use advancing technology
in a responsible manner.

Panel Discussion: A panel of experts then discussed the
role of soils and sustainable soil management in the context
of the SDGs. Sirajul Islam, Programme Head, Agriculture and
Food Security Programme, Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (BRAC), highlighted the role of soil in the food
and energy nexus through examples from a country with a
growing population challenged by climate change impacts,
overexploitation of soil, and shrinking arable land. He called
for regional cooperation and a collective voice for soils.

Joseph Ole Simel, Executive Director, Mainyoito Pastoralist
Integrated Development Organization, Kenya, lamented that
soil is used for short-term interests, and that decision-making
that lacks respect for soil has implications for poverty, soil
rights for indigenous peoples, and food security. Ole Simel
emphasized the absence of secure land tenure means that
the resource can be abused. He said GSW 2015 should seek
to change attitudes among political elites, industries, policy
frameworks, and financial institutions.

Monique Barbut, Executive Secretary, UN Convention
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), stressed that land and
soil must emerge with a high profile in 2015. She said that
GSW can support the assessment and validation of soil and

Klaus Topfer, IASS
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land indicators under discussion and help build a practical
monitoring framework. Barbut suggested discussing better
interactions between the UNCCD’s science conference and
GSW. She noted that the target to achieve land degradation
neutrality (LDN) addresses drivers of land degradation in
combination with scaling up sustainable management practices.

Pia Bucella, Director, Directorate Natural Capital, European
Commission, underscored the notion of circular economies,
where raw materials are not wasted following their use.

She noted that soil is specifically mentioned in three SDGs,
reflecting soil quality, soil pollution and land degradation,

and called for immediate action as almost a quarter of soil
resources
worldwide are
already degraded.

Moujahed
Achouri, Director,
Land and Water
Division, FAO,
stressed that
soils constitute
the basis for
food security
and nutrition.

He described

the efforts of

the Global Soil
Partnership
(GSP) to promote
sustainable soil management.

In the ensuing discussion, participants focused on:
younger generations’ alienation from agriculture; soil quality
deterioration and associated health risks; the importance of soil
quality to eradicate hunger and poverty in Africa; monitoring
programmes for pesticides; and ways to bridge the gap among
soil scientists, policy makers and planners.

Barbut underscored the need for correct pricing mechanisms
for soil restoration. Bucella stressed the need for education
and public involvement, and stressed the risks of wild
pollinator decline. Islam underscored the need for minimal
soil disturbance during agricultural production, as well as
the importance of passing farming knowledge to younger
generations. Topfer highlighted the importance of link
scientific knowledge with emotions.

Minister Aroldo Cedraz, Brazilian Federal Court of
Accounts, reported on the outcome of the Brazilian Soil
Governance Conference. He presented the ‘Letter from
Brasilia,” outlining measures and opportunities including: the
creation of a permanent forum to share knowledge on soils for
advancing soil policies; platforms for improved participation,
including the use of new IT tools; and the review and
consolidation of soil-related laws to support strategic planning
for sustainable development.

TOWARDS AN INTEGRATED PERSPECTIVE ON
THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: On Tuesday
afternoon, a plenary session, moderated by Jes Weigelt, IASS,
focused on balancing competing demands placed on a number
of scarce resources, including soils. He underscored the
need for a human rights-based approach for sustainable soil
management.

Keynote Speeches: Sara Scherr, President and CEO,
EcoAgriculture Partners, introduced the landscape approach
as a way to operationalize integrated management. She

Moujahed Achouri, FAO
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stressed the need for a shift from a technocratic approach to
reach multi-stakeholder, multi-objective integrated landscape
management (ILM). She underscored the need to transform
analysis and design of interventions, systems of landscape
governance, and markets and finance.

Klaus Deininger, Lead Economist, Development Economics
Group, World Bank said that land interventions often involve
risks, using an example of establishing land rights in Rwanda.
He stressed that proper land planning and an inclusive and
multi-stakeholder approach are indispensable, as mistakes may
be fatal.

Dialogue Session Reports: The rapporteurs of the dialogue
sessions then provided brief summaries of the sessions held on
Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning.

Reporting from a session on food security and sustainable
food systems, Maryam Rahmanian, Centre for Sustainable
Development, Iran, noted that the discussion of food security
had included access, equity, distribution as well as food
sovereignty for the first time. She summarized that research
and dialogue on climate change and agroecology could benefit
from multi-stakeholder, strong local-level organizations,
knowledge exchange, trust-building and a link to human
emotions.

Reporting from a session on the challenge of biomass in
the Post-2015 Development Agenda, Hans Rudolf Herren,
Millennium Institute, US, and Biovision, Switzerland, noted
that demands on biomass development require reevaluation,
calling for multi-stakeholder approaches for defining biomass
demand for food, feed and shelter versus energy. He also
emphasized the function of markets given natural resource
constraints.

Regarding a session on the
new urban agenda, Pieter de
Vries, Wageningen University,
highlighted discussions on
inter alia: rethinking rural-
urban linkages; the need to
bring greater creativity to
urban planning; and linking
methodologies such as spatial
analysis with deeper debates
on social justice.

On a session on the
mitigation of and adaptation
to climate change through
SLM, Henry Sibanda, UNDP,
Malawi, shared examples
on mobilizing pathways for
SLM governance at the community level as well as discussions
on socially inclusive pathways for Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
reduction and enhancement of carbon sinks through REDD+.

Reporting on the session linking SLM in both coastal
and marine environments, Paul Nathanail, University of
Nottingham, UK, stressed the need to focus on integrated
governance. He said the session underscored a transdisciplinary
approach to link science from mountain to sea.

Reporting from the first joint meeting of the Science
Policy Interface of the UNCCD (SPI) and ITPS, Martial
Bernoux, SPI, explained that the bodies agreed to establish a
coordination mechanism to avoid duplication and maximize
synergies. They identified entry points to collaboration, such
as linking SDGs with land degradation, indicators, regional
implementation, and soil organic carbon.

Mamadou Abdou Sani, Prog?a
Promotion de l'Agriculture
Productive, GIZ

Presenting outcomes from two sessions on land
rehabilitation for food security, Mamadou Abdou Sani, GIZ,
Niger, highlighted key messages, infer alia: the need for long-
term engagement; finding interventions for land rehabilitation
at multiple levels from the state to local communities;
improving multi-sectoral coordination through the adoption
of a more resilient landscape approach; and the need for both
strong short-term economic incentives to motivate farmers and
for longer-term incentives, such as securing land tenure.

Regarding the session on grounding global soil and land
initiatives, Ivonne Lobos Alva, IASS, stressed: the need for
multi-stakeholder dialogues in the national implementation of
the Post-2015 agenda and the SDGs, as well as the need for
appropriate indicators and monitoring tools for national soil
policies. Reporting on two sessions on the Economics of Land
Degradation (ELD) Initiative and other related initiatives, Mark
Schauer, ELD Secretariat, highlighted the need to advance
economic arguments to engage political decision makers.

Joerg Frauenstein, German Federal Environment Agency
(UBA), reported the core messages from a session on the
European initiative on cross-national strategies for soil
protection and land-use, emphasizing: the need to link soil
protection with spatial planning and land development;
shifting the discourse from focusing on the threat of inaction,
to opportunities from protection; and facilitating dialogue on
“healthy soil.”

Panel Discussion: Rainer Horn, President of the
International Union of Soil Sciences Sciences, said that
understanding the history of soil use is critical to future
management strategies. He stressed that ILM’s primary
objective is not to enlarge arable land area, but to base
soil management upon the properties of soil. He urged
greater focus in education on the role of soil properties for
development strategies.

Philip Seufert, Food First International Action Network
(FIAN), focused on human rights as an overarching
framework. He stressed differences between participating
stakeholders must be reflected in the quest for balance between
competing interests. Austin Tibu, Acting Deputy Director,
Malawi Ministry of Agriculture, Water Development and
Irrigation, emphasized that while soils are linked to agriculture,
SLM requires moving beyond the agriculture silo. Moujahed
Achouri, Director, Land and Water Division, FAO, stressed
that a direct link between soils and food security may attract
policy makers and necessary investment.

Jes Weigelt, Global Soil Forum Coordinator, IASS with Johan
Kuylenstierna, Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI)
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Closing the
plenary, Johan
Kuylenstierna,
Stockholm
Environment
Institute (SEI),
emphasized
the need to

‘W also consider
_ the broader
§ geopolitical
! landscape beyond

Thomas Silerhorn, Parliamentary State the SDGs.
Secretary, German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) He explored
aspects of the

integrative perspective on the Post-2015 Development Agenda,
emphasizing that the approach: must be horizontal and lateral,
respond to broad societal challenges; reflect ideological
dimensions and value systems; offer multiple benefits for
multiple actors; and manage both impacts and externalities.
THE WAY FORWARD: The GSW 2015 closing
plenary, moderated by Alexander Miiller, IASS, convened on
Wednesday afternoon.
Keynote Speeches: Thomas Silberhorn, Parliamentary
State Secretary, BMZ, highlighted how Germany is supporting
efforts to reduce land degradation and improve food security
through the One World, No Hunger Initiative and its G7
presidency, through investing more than EUR1 billion annually
in partnerships with 13 countries. He stressed “a world without
hunger is possible by 2030,” noting that soil protection should
be a solid component of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.
Sicily Kanini Kariuki, Principal Secretary for Agriculture,
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya, said
development in Sub-Saharan Africa is adversely affected
by soil degradation, weak institutions, and poor access to
technologies. She highlighted four priorities: shifting from
top-down to participatory approaches; innovative knowledge-
based institutions to inform policy; holistic and collaborative
mechanisms anchored in fully accountable policies; and
involving political leaders to champion the process.
Chairman’s Conclusions: Klaus Topfer stressed that
scientists must collaborate more and link their knowledge to
people on the ground. He cited the ONE HECTARE exhibition
as a key effort to promote soil concerns. He noted that soil
is the substance of the transformation necessary to achieve
the right to sustainable development, noting it requires full

Corinna Weber with Klaus Topfer, IASS

integration of the poor and marginalized guided by a focus
on human rights. Topfer further highlighted the importance
of secure land tenure, highlighting that ten of the SDGs relate
directly or indirectly to soil services.

Moderator Alexander Miiller, Interim Secretary General,
IASS, summarized the conference’s main messages noting:
that soil protection and rehabilitation is not only about
technologies, but also about human rights; the need to
implement the SDGs consistently and take advantage of
their transformational potential; and the need to build on the
diversity of available knowledge and link it to decisions on the
ground.

Panel Discussion: Miiller moderated the panel discussion
on the way forward. Maria Krautzberger, President, UBA,
lamented that while the cross-cutting character of soils is
recognized there still is a tendency towards silo thinking. She
highlighted that despite the majority of the world’s poorest
people depending on agricultural livelihoods, interlinkages
between soils and poverty remain poorly understood. She
recommended considering soil organic carbon as a global
indicator of soil health as it also relates to biodiversity, soil
water storage and carbon sequestration. She also called for the
development of national indicators that address regionally-
specific soil threats.

Hubert Ouédraogo, Lead Land Expert, Land Policy
Initiative, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,
said that land in Africa is a strategic resource, vital for future
global food production. He highlighted the need for policies
that protect land rights of local communities, and said that
future efforts should incorporate lessons learned and focus
on monitoring and evaluation. Gerda Verburg, Chair, UN
Committee World Food Security, stressed, inter alia: the need
for a concrete plan of action to produce tangible results; the
need for a new narrative; and the importance of marketing and
lobbying. She stated that smallholder and family farmers are
the biggest investors in the agricultural sector.

In the ensuing discussion, participants addressed, among
others: the coherence of the SDGs; ways to move away from
silos towards systems thinking; the need to share success
stories, advertise good results and best practices, and turn ideas
into laws.

Closing: Noting a perceived gulf between the soil and
water policy communities, Ursula Schifer-Preuss, Chair of the
Global Water Partnership, said that “water and soil together
are the substance of transformation.” She stressed there are
many opportunities to integrate soil and water in the Post-2015
Development Agenda.

Hannah Steenbergen, Common Soil and Sustainable Food
Trust, UK, and Siyabonga Myeza, South Africa Environmental
Monitoring Group, described their experience with the Young
Professionals Programme, supported by IASS, WOCAT
and GIZ, highlighting that it has provided momentum and
inspiration for projects in their home countries. They urged
more youth involvement in future GSWs, stating that “we are
dynamic, creative, and want to dig in.” Myeza emphasized that
young professionals can be agents of change being well-placed
to link global sustainability strategies with grassroots settings.

Topfer thanked participants and the organizers. The meeting
closed at 7pm after a performance of improvisational theatre
by Theatersport Berlin, creatively capturing key messages
emerging from the Third Global Soil Week.
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PRESS CONFERENCE
A joint IASS-UNEP
press conference was held
at lunchtime on Monday
to launch the report
‘The Role of Biomass
in the SDGs: A Reality
Check and Governance
Implications.’
Topfer explained
that consistency and
coherence of the goals
and targets had not been
Y sufficiently considered
during the SDG process.
He said that the report
shows that projected demand for biomass under the SDGs
will exceed the quantities that can be produced with currently
available arable land, which will lead to food-fuel competition,
and pressure on soils in other parts of the world.

Michael Obersteiner, International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis, Austria, used the analogy of global
resources as a balloon inflated by demographics and
consumption patterns that eventually reaches its planctary
boundaries and stressed the need for an integrated approach to
tackle the SDGs.

Ernst Ulrich von Weizsidcker, World Future Council,
focused on sustainable consumption and production patterns,
underscoring that while productivity gains may be achieved
using existing technologies, this is hindered by perverse
incentives.

Mette Wilkie, United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), Kenya, stressed the need for a systemic approach,
noting that the 17 SDGs should be dealt with as a package in
an integrated manner incorporating environmental concerns.
She emphasized the need for behavioral change, and removal
of perverse incentives.

During the discussion, moderated by Jes Weigelt, IASS,
Germany, participants addressed ways to exercise pressure to
remove subsidies on fossil fuels and water consumption, the
feasibility of taxing CO2 emissions, and the differences among
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the SDGs.

,,,,, \'r‘
Tanja Busse, GIZ

ONE HECTARE EXHIBITION

On Wednesday, at lunchtime, participants attended the
opening of the ONE HECTARE exhibition and art installation
in the park Gleisdreick — Schoneberger Wiese. The installation
aims to make soil and land issues tangible for visitors,
using markings and elements on the one hectare of park and
exhibition texts on a viewing platform. It includes works from
international artists in the form of performances, sculpture,
sound installations and videos. To mark the opening, black
fabric was unrolled over an area of one hectare by a group
of performance artists. The unrolling lasted 20 minutes to
symbolize the speed at which soil is being sealed in Germany.

DIALOGUE SESSIONS

Throughout the week participants met in dialogue and open
space sessions. Some sessions were specifically allocated to
one of five guiding themes: land degradation neutral world;
land governance; SLM and soil rehabilitation; transformation
through transdisciplinarity; and awareness raising and soil
communication. Discussions in other sessions also centered on

one of the guiding themes, which is reflected below. A sixth
group of sessions addressed linkages between soil and other
issues, such as cities and oceans.

LAND DEGRADATION NEUTRAL WORLD: Sessions
in this theme addressed the role of SLM in achieving the target
of land degradation neutrality and other internationally agreed
objectives. Several sessions also investigated the land use
implications of implementing other SDGs. The following of
the sessions are summarized below: Joint ITPS-SPI meeting:
Land degradation neutrality and its contribution to climate
change mitigation and adaptation; Grounding global soil and
land initiatives: Working on trickling-down; Economics of
land degradation; and Nexus governance Post-2015: Towards
collaborative implementation.

Joint ITPS-SPI meeting: land Degradation neutrality
and its contribution to climate change mitigation

Moujahed Achouri, FAO, noted that partnerships such as the
GSP offer mechanisms that will be essential in implementing
the Post-2015 Development Agenda. Victor Castillo, UNCCD,
observed that collaboration between SPI and ITPS would help
inform political actions on the ground.

Luca Montanarella, ITPS Chair, outlined how ITPS
supports the GSP, including through: supporting regional soil
partnerships; elaborating voluntary guidelines for sustainable
soil management; identifying soil-related criteria for SDGs;
and producing the first Status of the World’s Soil Resources
Report. On finding synergies between ITPS, SPI and UNCCD,
he clarified that the ITPS wanted to maintain a strong focus on
the issue of soil.

On potential
collaboration, Uriel
Safriel, SPI Co-Chair,
noted that this interface
with the UNCCD policy-
making process could
increase the likelihood
of knowledge provided
by ITPS being used
on the ground. Martial
Bernoux, SPI, discussed
the interaction between
local and global scales in
achieving LDN, providing
the example of how SLM practices that improve soil carbon
stocks contribute to global mitigation efforts.

Miguel Taboada, ITPS, discussed soil indicators and gaps
in assessing their performance. He suggested that measuring
GHG emissions could be an area of potential collaboration
between ITPS and SPI. German Kust, SPI, noted that LDN
is a practical land-based approach that might be considered
as an operational platform for overlapping issues among the
Rio Conventions. He also noted that LDN can serve as a SLM
target, be economically evaluated, and that SPI and ITPS may
want to explore the scientific basis behind the concept.

Mariam Akhtar-Schuster, SPI, reported the main outcomes
of the UNCCD Third Scientific Conference, including the
Impulse Report of the Scientific Advisory Committee. Dan
Pennock, ITPS, shared lessons learned from the global and
regional assessments conducted through the Status of the
World Soil Resources Report.

During a discussion on conclusions and the way forward,
Monique Barbut stressed the need to ensure that issues relevant
to the two bodies are addressed through cooperation to avoid

Uriel Safriel, Science-Policy Interface
(SPI) Co-Chair, Israel



overlap or contradiction, define common denominators
between the SPI and the ITPS, and pursue collaboration

while respecting the individual mandates of each institution.
Participants noted that the meeting helped identify common
ground and that they would bring this discussion back to their
respective bodies for consideration. In closing, Jes Weigelt
offered for IASS to host another joint meeting of SPI and ITPS
at the next GSW.

Grounding Global Soil and Initiatives: Working on
Trickling Down: Jorge Jurado, Ambassador of Ecuador to
Germany, outlined several issues at the center of the session
theme: addressing the social, economic, and political roots of
soil and land degradation; the need for strong institutions for
soil governance; and networking between civil society and
national governments.

Olegario Muiiiz, Soil Institute, Cuban Ministry of
Agriculture, shared experience from the Regional Soil
Partnership for Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean,
including work on development of national soil legislation and
regulations, and regional information-sharing mechanisms.

Wei-Li Zhan, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
discussed how increasing
agrochemical input
and poor arable land
management have led
to: decreased water
and nutrient holding
capacity; soil salinization
and acidification;
overconsumption of water
for irrigation; and high
rates of water pollution.

Ivonne Lobos Alva,
IASS, discussed the
drafting of soil and land
indicators for the SDGs
and presented a policy brief on establishing national soil
monitoring and accountability initiatives that could feed into
regional and global reporting mechanisms.

Junnius Marques Arifa, Brazilian Federal Court of
Accounts, presented the national soil governance audit, which
calls for: consolidating laws and regulations; integrating water
and soil regulations; and bringing efficiency to interagency
relations. He also highlighted recommendations to improve the
accountability of policies on soil, territorial planning and water.

Michael Brander, Biovision Foundation, offered examples
from Biovision partnerships in Kenya, Ethiopia and Senegal
that employed multi-stakeholder dialogues to support national
assessments on sustainable food production and food security.

In a dialogue moderated by Oscar Schmidt, IASS, several
key points emerged, including the role that local governments
should play in the implementation of global initiatives such as
the Green Climate Fund.

Luc Gnacadja, Special Representative to the UN Capital
Development Fund Local Climate Adaptive Living Facility
Programme Board, described the Board’s innovative approach
to communicating with multilateral financial mechanisms to
advance concrete action. Gulchehra Khasankhanova, Central
Asian Countries Initiative for Land Management, Uzbekistan,
shared experience in establishing multi-country and multi-
institutional coordination mechanisms.

Monique Barbut, UNCCD .‘
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Ivonne Lobos Alva, IASS with A;Aar::n

In the second part of the session, participants divided into
four groups to discuss: how SDGs might be implemented in a
way that protects soil and land resources; land governance and
ways to improve collaboration between soil science initiatives,
civil society, land users and rights holders; implementation of
SLM through engaging local governments and ways in which
monitoring can move beyond indicators; and how the results
of soil policy and governance audits can jumpstart changes in
national policies.

Participants underscored the role of local governments and
that the necessity to facilitate both “trickle down” and “trickle
up” processes for implementing global soil and land initiatives.

Ha